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CHERRY LANE THEATRE

UNDER THE DIRECTION OF ANGELINA FIORDELLISI

BY SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT WITH THE CHERRY LANE THEATRE
25 Questions for a Jewish Mother is not a production of Cherry Lane Alternative. 

Cherry Lane Alternative is a not-for-profit corporation. 
Revenue derived from the rental of the theatre is used to further the work of the Cherry Lane Alternative.

The actors and stage managers employed in  
this production are members of Actors’ Equity  
Association, the union of professional actors  
and stage managers in the United States.

ALLIANCE OF RESIDENT THEATRES 
Primary Stages is a member of the Alliance of Resident 
Theatres/New York, the service organization for NYC’s non-
profit Off- and Off-Off-Broadway theatres. 
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JUDY GOLD 
(Playwright/
Performer) has had 
stand-up specials 
on HBO, Comedy 
Central, and LOGO. 
She has written and

starred in two critically acclaimed, Off-
Broadway hit shows: The Judy Show – 
My Life as a Sitcom (Outer Critics Circle 
Nomination) and 25 Questions for a 
Jewish Mother (GLAAD Media Award – 
Outstanding NY Theater, Drama Desk 
Nomination – Actor).

Judy received rave reviews as Gremio 
in The Public Theater’s all female 
production of The Taming of The Shrew 
for Shakespeare in the Park. She also 
co-starred in Off-Broadway’s Clinton! The 
Musical and Disaster! The Musical.

Judy recently guest starred on CBS’ 
“Madame Secretary” and has a recurring 
role on the upcoming season of FX’s 
“Better Things.” She has also had 
recurring roles Netflix’s “Friends from 
College” and TBS’ “Search Party,” and 
appeared on the Showtime series “I’m 
Dying Up Here.” Judy was featured in 
Woody Allen’s series “Crisis in Six Scenes” 
on Amazon, and also on the hit web-series 
“The Other F Word” on Amazon Prime. 
She has also appeared on “The Late Show 
with Stephen Colbert” and is a regular on 
Comedy Central’s new series “This Week 
at The Comedy Cellar.” Other more recent 
TV appearances include guest-starring 
roles on the reboot of “Murphy Brown,” 
“Broad City,” “Louie,” “The Unbreakable 
Kimmy Schmidt,” among others. From 
1999-2010, Judy was the host of HBO’s 
“At the Multiplex with Judy Gold.” Judy 
also won two Emmy awards for writing 
and producing “The Rosie O’Donnell 
Show.”

Judy has made numerous appearances 
on “The Wendy Williams Show,” “The 
View,” “The Today Show,” and “The Steve 

Harvey Show.” She often pops up on The 
Food Network, but please do not mention 
“Chopped All Stars” to her; or “Rachel vs. 
Guy” for that matter.

Judy Gold is the author of “YES I CAN 
SAY THAT – When They Come for 
the Comedians We’re All in Trouble,” 
forthcoming from Dey Street Books.

She has written for The New York Times, 
Huffington Post, CNN.com. She is also 
a talking head on MSNBC, CNN, and 
anywhere else that’ll have her. She is the 
host of the hit podcast Kill Me Now on 
iTunes. You can find her at JudyGold.com 
or follow her at @jewdygold on Twitter & 
Instagram.

Judy’s new comedy album Conduct 
Unbecoming drops this January and her 
previous albums, Kill Me Now and Judith’s 
Roommate Had a Baby, are available 
wherever you get your music.

KATE MOIRA RYAN (Playwright). Selected 
work: The Beebo Brinker Chronicles, 
written with Linda S. Chapman and 
based on Ann Bannon’s Lesbian Pulp 
novels from the 1950s, produced Off-
Broadway by Lily Tomlin and Jane Wagner 
(Winner: GLAAD Award and published 
by DPS); Cavedweller, based on the 
New York Times bestselling novel by 
Dorothy Allison, produced by New York 
Theatre Workshop, directed by Michael 
Greif, and published by DPS. Other 
work (selected) includes 25 Questions 
for a Jewish Mother, written with and for 
Judy Gold, which ran for a year and a 
half Off-Broadway and had a three year 
national tour (Winner: GLAAD Award; a 
book based on the play was published 
by Hyperion and nominated for the Quill 
Award); The Judy Show, also written 
with and for Judy Gold, was produced 
at Theater J, Williamstown, DR2 (Union 
Square), and the Geffen Playhouse; OTMA 
was produced by the Atlantic Theater, 
Yakertinburg Young People’s Theatre, as 
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WHO’S WHO
well as nationally and internationally. It is 
published by Playscripts. She was a finalist 
for the Susan Smith Blackburn prize for her 
play Hadley’s Mistake.

Kate has received numerous fellowships, 
including the Alfred P. Sloan Fellowship to 
EST, Sundance Institute, the Trust for Mutual 
Understanding (Russia), MacDowell, Yaddo, 
Edward Albee, the Center for International 
Theatre (Russia), New York Foundation for 
the Arts, Brooks Atkinson New Dramatists 
Exchange to the Royal National Theater, 
Sumner Locke Elliott Fellowship to the 
Australian National Playwrights Conference, 
and the Van Lier to the Women’s Project and 
Productions.

An alumna of New Dramatists, she received 
her MFA in Playwriting from Columbia 
University and started her career with the 
Young Playwright’s Festival. She is on faculty 
at the Primary Stages Einhorn School of 
Performing Arts and is an instructor for the 
New York Theatre Workshop Master Class 
program.

KAREN KOHLHAAS (Director) is a founding 
member of the Atlantic Theater Company 
where credits include the world premiere of 
Annie Baker’s play Body Awareness; Harold 
Pinter’s The Hothouse, A Kind of Alaska, 
and The Collection; David Mamet’s The 
Water Engine and Mr. Happiness; An Adult 
Evening of Shel Silverstein; Keith Reddin’s 
Frame 312; Kate Moira Ryan’s OTMA; and 
one act plays by Jeff Whitty, Kia Corthron, 
Hilary Bell, Joe Penhall, David Mamet, 
and many others. She has also directed 
at the New York Shakespeare Festival/
Public Theater; Naked Angels; The Culture 
Project; Ensemble Studio Theatre; The 24 
Hour Plays on Broadway; New Dramatists; 
The Alley Theatre, Houston; The Practical 
Theatre  Company, Sydney; and Menagerie 
Theatre, Cambridge, UK. She directed 25 
Questions for a Jewish Mother, starring 
Judy Gold, by Kate Moira Ryan with Ms. 
Gold, for the Montreal Comedy Festival, 
New York’s Ars Nova, Off-Broadway at 
St. Luke’s Theatre, and national tour. Her 

short films include The Palace of the 
End and If You See Something, Say 
Something with Taylor Mac; The Babies 
Got the Blues; It’s Not About Film; and 
Watermelon Slim, which have played in 
festivals in the US and internationally. 
Karen is a Tennessee Williams scholar 
focusing on the Mississippi Delta; the 
curator of the Tennessee Williams Rectory 
Museum in Clarksdale, Mississippi 
(tennesseewilliamsrectorymuseum.com); 
a presenter and panelist at the Mississippi 
Delta and New Orleans Tennessee 
Williams Festivals; and is finishing her 
feature documentary, Tennessee Williams 
in the Mississippi Delta: The Love of 
Things Irreconcilable. She is a senior 
teacher at the Atlantic Acting School 
and teaches her own classes in acting, 
directing, and auditioning. She is the 
author of “The Monologue Audition: A 
Practical Guide for Actors,” and “How to 
Choose a Monologue for Any Audition.” 
She guest teaches at universities around 
the country and in the UK.

JESSICA R. AGUILAR (Production Stage 
Manager) is delighted to return to Primary 
Stages following her Off-Broadway debut 
with God Said This. Select credits include: 
National Tour: A Night with Janis Joplin. 
Regional: Significant Other (Geffen 
Playhouse); Miracle on 34th Street, Shout 
Sister Shout! (Pasadena Playhouse); Jazz, 
Fences (Marin Theatre Company). Many 
thanks to SA2-HW-PA-HV-QH-ML-MA-
JK2-F&F. Mi corazón a Chris.



PRIMARY STAGES 
PRIMARY STAGES is an Off-Broadway 
not-for-profit theater company dedicated 
to inspiring, supporting, and sharing 
the art of playwriting. We operate on 
the strongly held belief that the future 
of American theater relies on nurturing 
playwrights and giving them the artistic 
support needed to create new work. Since 
our founding in 1984, we have produced 
more than 135 new plays. Our productions 
and artists have received critical acclaim, 
including numerous Tony, Obie, Lortel, 
Off-Broadway Alliance, AUDELCO, 
Outer Critics’ Circle, Drama League, and 
Drama Desk awards and nominations. 
Primary Stages supports playwrights and 
develops new works through commissions, 
workshops, readings, and our education 
and engagement programs: the Dorothy 
Strelsin New American Writers Group, 
Marvin and Anne Einhorn School of 
Performing Arts (ESPA), Teenwrights, 
Primary Plus Developmental Reading 
Series, our Free Student Matinee Program, 
TixTeen, and the Primary Stages Off-
Broadway Oral History Project. Through 
these programs, Primary Stages advocates 
for our artists, helping them make 
important—and often transformative—
connections within the theater community. 
For more information on Primary Stages 
and our various programs, please visit us at 
primarystages.org.

ANDREW LEYNSE (Artistic Director) is 
currently in his 16th season as Artistic 
Director of Primary Stages. Andrew is a 
director and founding member of the 
Primary Stages Dorothy Strelsin New 
American Writers Group (now in its 24th 

year); teaches for Primary Stages ESPA 
(Einhorn School of Performing Arts) 
and The Tepper Semester for Syracuse 
University; and is the Artistic Director of the 
Colorado New Play Festival in Steamboat 
Springs, Colorado. Andrew is a proud 
Board Member of A.R.T./New York and is 
a graduate of Carnegie Mellon’s Directing 
Program. 

SHANE D. HUDSON (Executive Director) 
is a graduate of the Yale School of Drama 
and Emerson College. Shane has served 
as Director of Development at Elevator 
Repair Service, Managing Director of 
the Yale Cabaret, Associate Director of 
Development at PlayMakers Repertory 
Company, General Manager/Marketing 
Director for Blue Man Group, Theater 
Manager of the Charles Playhouse, and 
Executive Director of StageSource. He 
is an adjunct professor at Marymount 
Manhattan College.

CASEY CHILDS (Founder) founded 
Primary Stages in 1984 and has directed 
many productions for the company. He 
served as the Artistic Program Director 
for the New Dramatists from 1981-1985 
and was the recipient of the Carnegie 
Mellon Commitment to New Playwrights 
Award, as well as two Emmy Awards and 
many nominations for his extensive work 
in television. He is a past Vice President 
of the Directors’ Guild of America and a 
past trustee of The National Association of 
Television Arts and Sciences. Casey has a 
BFA in acting and an MFA in directing from 
Carnegie Mellon University.
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CHERRY LANE THEATRE. In 1924, colleagues 
of Edna St. Vincent Millay opened the Cherry 
Lane Playhouse, establishing a future home 
for the seminal voices of the American stage, 
among them F. Scott Fitzgerald, Elmer Rice, 
O’Neill, O’Casey, Odets, Auden, Gertrude Stein, 
T.S. Eliot, William Saroyan, Beckett, Albee, 
Pinter, Ionesco, LeRoi Jones, Sam Shepard, 
Lanford Wilson, Joe Orton, and David Mamet. 
For a comprehensive look at our history, please 
visit cherrylanetheatre.org.

ANGELINA FIORDELLISI. Proprietor of Cherry 
Lane Theatre since 1996, Fiordellisi has served 
over 3,700 artists and countless non-profit 
theater companies. She founded Cherry Lane 
Alternative in 1997, creating a number of new 
play development programs including the Obie 

Award-winning Mentor Project which she co-
founded with Edward Albee, Charles Fuller, 
A. R. Gurney, Tony Kushner, Wendy Wasserstein, 
Michael Weller and Susann Brinkley. She has 
produced over 100 plays at Cherry Lane. As 
co-producer on Broadway she won the Tony, 
Drama Desk, Outer Critics Circle and Drama 
League Awards for Albee’s Who’s Afraid of 
Virginia Woolf? and a Drama Desk Award for 
The Realistic Joneses by Will Eno. Acting Credits 
include Broadway, Off-Broadway, National 
Tours, Regional Theaters, Film, and Television. 
Professional training: Jose Quintero, Sanford
Meisner, Stella Adler.

CHERRY LANE THEATRE STAFF
Executive Director .......................................Angelina Fiordellisi
Financial Director .............................Joyce DeNicola-Friedman
Managing Agent ...................Lucille Lortel Theatre Foundation
Alternative Artistic Director .................................Seri Lawrence
Operations Manager ..................................Alexandra Scordato 
Facility Manager ..................................................Verreth Wilson
House Managers .................................................. Mary Geerlof, 

 Shannon McDermott, Olivia Yount

Box Office ................................................................  Pia Cincotti
Architect ...............................................................Mitchell Kurtz
Accounting ....................... Friedman & LaRosa Business Mgmt
Insurance............................................. Mike Karl, Key Insurance 
Legal ....................................................................Robert LaRosa
Press Representative .......................Sam Rudy Media Relations

For theater bookings, please contact Nancy Hurvitz, 
Lucille Lortel Foundation at nhurvitz@lortel.org.



A HOME FOR 
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For over 12 years, we’ve offered 
classes for playwrights, actors, and 

directors in all stages of 
their careers.
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ALL NEW 
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Regardless of 
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Primary Stages is 
for everyone.  
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A HOME FOR 
THEATER 
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We encourage 
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and community and community 
among emerging 
and established 

artists.
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40 public high school students how to 
write their first script and find their 

voice in Teenwrights, our free 
after-school playwriting program

TEACH

600 early-career and established artists 
through the artistic home provided by 

ESPA, which offers more than 100 
courses and workshops each year

NURTURE

20 new works annually through Primary 
Plus, playwright residencies, commissions, 
readings and workshops, and The Dorothy 

Strelsin New American Writers Group 

DEVELOP

Over 20,000 theater-goers, artists, and 
students each season through our 

mainstage productions

SERVE
TOGETHER WE...

WHY SUPPORT
PLAYWRITING 
AT PRIMARY 
STAGES?





PRIMARY STAGES CORPORATE AND FOUNDATION DONORS
Primary Stages gratefully acknowledges the generous support of the following institutions:

$50,000 AND ABOVE
The Howard Gilman Foundation ◊
The Lucille Lortel Foundation ◊
The Shubert Foundation
The Harold & Mimi Steinberg Charitable Trust
The Tow Foundation ◊

$25,000-$49,999
JTS Fund at the New York Community Trust
Laurents/Hatcher Foundation
The Blanche and Irving Laurie Foundation ◊
The Ambrose Monell Foundation ◊
The Rockwell Foundation 
The SHS Foundation
Virginia B. Toulmin Foundation ◊
The Winston Foundation, Inc.   

$10,000-$24,999
Con Edison
The Excel Group*
The Marc Haas Foundation
Richenthal Foundation
The Fan Fox & Leslie R. Samuels Foundation 
The Seth Sprague Educational & 
    Charitable Trust 

* Includes gifts made to the 2019 Primary Stages Gala.

◊ Includes gifts made to the 35th Anniversary Campaign for 
the Future of Primary Stages.

$5,000-$9,999
Axe-Houghton Foundation
Colgate-Palmolive Urban Education Fund 
Francena T. Harrison Foundation Trust
The Marta Heflin Foundation
The Hill-Snowdon Foundation
The Karma Foundation
The Jerome Robbins Foundation
Seedlings Foundation*
The Dorothy Strelsin Foundation 

$1,000 - $4,999
Actors’ Equity Foundation
Anonymous*
Creative Artists Agency*
Dramatists Play Service 
Samuel French Inc.*
The John Golden Fund 
The Herman Goldman Foundation
ICM Partners*
Chad Kraus Photography*
The Dorothy Loudon Foundation
Neuberger Berman
The Numad Group*
SAG-AFTRA
David Schwartz Magic*
The Shubert Organization*
The Geraldine Stutz Trust

PRIMARY STAGES GOVERNMENT SUPPORT
The Primary Stages Season is supported, in part, with public funds from 

the New York City Department of Cultural Affairs in partnership with the City Council; 
New York City Council Speaker Corey Johnson; and the New York State Council 

on the Arts with the support of Governor Andrew M. Cuomo and the New York State Legislature. 
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Anonymous*◊
Casey Childs*◊
The Durst Family*◊  
Daniel & Rosele Frishwasser
Arlene L. Goldman*◊ 
Herrick Theatre Foundation
Eleanor Holtzman & 
   Alexander Holtzman, 
   in memoriam*◊
Irwin & Ann Blumenthal Jacobs*◊ 
Gregory Macosko & 
   Sharon A. Zane*◊ 
Jose Mendez & Katie Graziano*◊
Marla Persky & Craig Heberton IV*◊
Robin Rednor-Veghte &
   Robert Kennedy ◊ 
Carol Roaman*◊
Janet B. & Marvin Rosen*◊
Carol Scibelli*◊
Ted Snowdon & Duffy Violante*◊
Barbara & David Thomas ◊

Leading Players
Sue Breger*◊ 
Jamie deRoy*◊

Jeremy T. Smith*  
Amit Solomon*◊
Sarah Steinberg*◊
Arline Vogel & Harry Precourt*◊

Ensemble
Anonymous
The Svante Bergstrom 
    Theater Foundation
Stefany & Simon Bergson*
Anne L. Bernstein*◊
Bill Butler
Diane L. Charlap*
The Kenneth H. and
    Margaret L. Childs Trust
Suzi Dietz
Dasha Epstein*
Johanna & Leslie Garfield
Jay & Diane Goldsmith*
Catherine & Charles Gropper*
Russel T. Hamilton
Andrea & Scott Kimmelman ◊ 
Renee & Carl Landegger*
Theresa Rebeck & Jess Lynn*
Nancy Rose & John Kimelman*
Susan Rose & Alan Lafer*

Charles & Deborah Royce ◊
Barton & Jane Shallat ◊
Bob & Ginny Walther ◊
Cheryl Wiesenfeld & 
   Jerry Rosenberg*
Elizabeth Wilson, in memoriam ◊

Spotlight
Margot Astrachan*
Eli Bluestone
Kathleen & Robert Bojanek ◊
Mary Borba*
Luigi Caiola  
Nancy & Ronald Carr*
B.A. Goggin
Bertha Goldman, in memoriam ◊
Willy Holtzman & Sylvia Shepard*◊
David & Martha Ives ◊
Paul & Emily Kandel*◊
Sharon Karmazin*
Judi Krupp
Riki Kane Larimer* 
Karolynn Lestrud*
Andrew Leynse & Mary Bacon*
Jeffry Melnick, in memoriam
Jill Mortensen & Kay Phillips*◊

PRIMARY PARTNERS
Primary Partners are generous individual donors who share a love of Primary Stages and our 

mission. Partners can choose to either take a full tax deduction for their gift or receive exclusive 
benefits, including personal assistance from the Development Department staff, priority seating 

in prime locations, invitations to intimate events with today’s leading playwrights and actors, 
and much more. To learn more about becoming a Primary Partner and other giving 

opportunities, please visit us online at primarystages.org/support.
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Hubert Neumann & 
    Debra Purden ◊
Mary Ann & Bruno A. Quinson ◊
Joan Raffe
Dolores & Howard Reed, 
    in memoriam
Jenna and Paul Segal*
Jose M. Toro*

Centerstage
Catherine Adler*
Barbara & Paul Bernstein
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Jean & Juan Carlos Cappello*
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Paul Dalio*
Paula Kaminsky Davis*
Cory & Bob Donnalley Foundation 
Kenneth & Lori Einhorn*
Danielle Epstein & Dina Shapiro* 
Paul Fonteyne*
Elliot Fox & Stephanie Lubroth ◊
Steven Goldman ◊
Valerie Gordon-Johnson &
    Doug Johnson*
Andrea & David Holbrook
Shane D. Hudson & 
    Mikkel Brogger*
Martin Hummel
Rory & David Jones
Allan & Anita Lubarsky ◊
Evangeline Morphos*
D.V. Nayak
John K. Orberg
Ellen & Sam Sporn
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Upstage
Janet Reed Ahearn & Dan Ahearn*
Rick & Shelli Angel*
Wendy Barasch*
Jackie Barth & Jay Nydick
Stephen & Sondra Beninati*
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Eric Chelman & Kevyn Jennings*
Michael E. Cohen*
Charles Copeland*
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Steve Diamond & Karen Goldman, 
    in memoriam*
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    Foundation
Domingo J. Diaz*
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Barbara Cutler Emden*
Angelina Fiordellisi*
Dr. Leonard Freeman,
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Corinne Hayoun, Manage-ment

Nancy Hollander ◊
Robin Jones
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Michael Loeb & Adria Belport*
The Greg and Mari Marchbanks 
    Family Foundation*
Dr. Marlene Marko &
    Dr. Loren Skeist
Stephen & Carolyn McCandless
Encarnita & Robert Quinlan*
Daniel & Paula Reingold*
Heidi Reklis*
Sandra Samberg & 
    Stephen Marshall
Michael Schaefer*
Niki & Tony Scialli
Lillian Vasquez, 
    PEST Elimination Systems* 

Downstage
Lynn Ahrens & Neil Costa*
Anonymous ◊
Constance Beaty
Allison Blinken
Helen & Abe Chutorian
Carol Dallos & Michael Fabrikant, 
    in memoriam
Tom & Linda Dupree
Michael Ellenberg
Robert H. and Elizabeth Fergus      
    Foundation
Eleanor Fink
Tom Fontana & Sagan Lewis
Shirley & David Ginzberg
David L. Goldsmith
Mark & Elizabeth Gormley
Molly Gurney
Gunilla N. Haac
Julia Hansen
Margaret & John Hofbeck*
Whitney & Fred Keen
Jane & Don Lebell*
Richard M. Leder & Guifeng Xia
James & Wendy Leynse*
Arthur Nacht
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Harold & Leslie Porosoff
Judy Lynn Prince
Daniel & Joanna Rose
Daryl Roth*
Holly Rothkopf & Stuart Eisenberg
Fiona Rudin
Naomi Seligman
Dan Shaheen*
Steve Shane*
Susan & Zachary Shimer
Susan & Robert Skolnick
Tamar & Lawrence Skolnick
Michelle & Stephen Stoneburn
Sarena Straus*
Haley Swindal & Jack Tantleff*
Bernard & Sheila Teig
Debra & Henry Terranova*
Kara Unterberg ◊

Lynn and Elisha Wiesel
Michael and Wilhelmina Wiland*
Francis Williams
Jennifer Wu & Claude Fiset
Ellen & Allen Zerkin*

In the Wings
Anonymous
David Ball
Jane Bergere*
Joshua Blum*
Laurie Braun*
Rose Caiola*
Dean A. Carpenter*
Claudia Catania*
Stacey Cook
Gary DiMauro*
Judith Esterquest
Matthew Fassler & Mandy          
    Greenfield*
William & Jodi Felton*
Yvette A. Geary
Lynn & Paul George
Di Glazer*
Martin Gould*
Melissa Greener
Ruth & Stephen Hendel*
Brian Kaltner
Joan A. Kedziora
Willette Klausner*
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David E. Mogentale*
Tracey Knight Narang*
Lawton Paseka*
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Mary Pepe*
Andrea Risoli*
Christina Rose*
Leslie & Richard Roth
Joan Ryan*
Tom Saltarelli & Don Sedia
Mitchell Schlansky & Laura Blank*
David & Bronwyn Starr*
Lauren & Kipp Stevens*
David Sufrin*
Hilda Wenig

* Includes gifts made to the 2019 Primary 
Stages Gala or 2019 Spring Fling. 

◊ Includes gifts made to the 35th 
Anniversary Campaign for the Future of 
Primary Stages.

The list reflects contributions received as 
of October 22, 2019. We apologize for 
any omissions or errors. Due to space 
limitations, we are unable to list all 
contributors. Primary Stages wishes to 
thank all of our generous donors. 
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